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For Bob Craig,
publisher and friend.

The one person
who never stopped

believing in me
and Leonard and Larry.

I will always be grateful.



Early in 2002, leonardandlarry.com put out a call for
submissions from our readers to be used in an introductory
feature for this book. Unfortunately, due to the chaos of the ensu-
ing months which, among other things, resulted in the
termination of our website, we thought it best to keep things sim-
ple at the time of this printing. Nonetheless, we would like to
thank all of you who were gracious enough to contribute
something. The Fates may be cruel, but Leonard & Larry fans
have always been the best of friends.

Tim Barela



Community and
Sit-comic Strips:
The Loving Family of Leonard & Larry

By Ron Suresha

E
VER SINCE I FIRST READ TIM BARELA’S SUPERLATIVE ink-and-paper sitcom,
Leonard & Larry, something like 15 years ago, I’ve been a regular fan.
And not just because the strip features enough male facial and body
hair to induce hairballs. Well, OK, maybe mostly because the strip
indulges my major and several minor fetishes. But, truth is, I’ve also
become fiercely interested in how gay cartoon strips, especially this one,

reflect gay folks’ lives.
Call me funny that way, but I’ve always been captivated by the intricacies of comic-strip

characters’ lives – as a quick look-see of my bathroom bookshelves will confirm. Actually,
both cartoons and community are personal fascinations for me. Even before I interviewed
Tim by phone for American Bear magazine in January 1999,1 my esteem for his work bor-
dered on the worshipful. Tim’s mastery of the serialized comic strip form has always been
apparent in every aspect of his work – well, except maybe his notoriously bad spelling.

Tim’s sense of line, angle, shading, and background make for an engaging and attractive
page. That other maven of queer cartoon community, Alison Bechdel of Dykes to Watch Out
For, declared, “No one renders facial hair like Tim Barela, I always say. He does the most
fabulous beards – he seems to draw each individual strand of hair.” Tim is past master of
the arched eyebrow, a staple in his drawing. Plus, the fact that he draws such woofy, furry
characters doesn’t hurt. (And no, he doesn’t draw his characters nude – I already asked.)

But what really drives the strip is Tim’s uncanny sense of community. By that I mean
the incomparable cast of characters, now so vast it rivals Gone with the Wind and utterly
defies synopsizing, whose lives so deeply interknit another that no word can describe it bet-
ter than “family” – whether the family relationship is formed by blood or by choice.

In the fraction of a degree of separation that is gay (and especially bear) community,
this intense interpersonal proximity is alternately frightening, comforting, and amusing.
We recognize that the tightly stitched crazy quilt that L&L portrays is cut from the same
fabric as our own lives.

As Tim himself said, in a serious moment during our interview,

“I’ve gotten tired over the years of constantly hearing from the “religious
right” that they’re the only ones with ‘family values,’ that they’re the only ones
who know what raising children is all about. I guess that reflects my idea of
extended family within a group of friends and the good relationships that my
characters have with their families. This is a comic strip of family values. It
just happens to be a strip about a lot of gay people, but we know about the
importance of having families, having children, and raising them right. It’s
about standing up to all that bullshit from the religious right.”



To hear Tim speak passionately of “family values” is to understand the warp and woof
of his humor, the stuff that gives cohesion and heft and texture to his rainbow cast of char-
acters. To witness the continually unfolding foibles of the L&L ensemble, in the amusing,
reassuring manner of other sitcomics, is to have our family lives affirmed in a truly mean-
ingful way.

Tim weaves a rich tapestry in his work, balanced gracefully between kinship and
friendship ties, intertwined skillfully between character and plot development. This quality
of interconnectedness – some would say overconnectedness – with all its droll quirks, ironic
twists, and double-take inducing revelations, is perhaps the most humorous, and touching,
aspect of the strip. So when Leonard and Larry’s pals, the semi-racist Frank and his part-
ner, Bob, meet Frank’s son’s African-American fiancée, Veronica, and confront her suppos-
edly homophobic father from Boston (who is, of course, bearded), we are totally there. No
matter how twisted and convoluted, the situation charms us because it reflects the wacky
dynamics of our own deeply involved – some would say overinvolved – lives.

Tim never throws us too deeply into the quagmire of any of his characters’ individual
lives before he rescues us from their fates and keeps the action moving. Part of this is the
advantage of a strip whose characters age in roughly real time. But another part of this
exemplifies the other blessing of community: they are there for us when we get stuck in
ourselves and in our narrow life-scripts. When Larry behaves like a horse’s ass (which is
often enough), we have Leonard, and their neighbors and kids and parents and exes and
in-laws and employees, and all of their friends and relations and exes, to give Larry the
remedial kick in the butt.

As the song goes, that’s what friends are for.

*   *   *

While visiting southern California in October 1999, I stopped in sunny Temecula to
meet Tim. His first comment, when he arrived to pick me up, was, “You’re a lot smaller
than I thought you’d be!” To which I retorted, “Well, you’re a lot bigger than I thought you’d
be!” At which point we laughed and embraced heartily. At the risk of sounding way more
butch than either of us are, I’d say that, in terms of maintaining honesty alongside a
healthy gay sense of humor, that’s “how real men do it.”

Tim graciously gave his afternoon and evening to me on rather short notice. He showed
me all around his colorful and historic hometown, and we had dinner at a charming bistro.
Then we went back to Tim’s house and he showed me his etchings – honest! When he
showed me the inked-in boards for the upcoming three installments of Leonard & Larry, I
felt as if we were sharing insider information.

During that memorable time, Tim became more than an interviewee to me – we became
friends, family, community. And for that great good fortune, I count my blessings.

What you, friend and fortunate reader, hold in your hands is the fruit of Tim’s creative
labors from that period until the end of 2001. It is Tim’s fourth collection (you have read all
the others, haven’t you?) but not, we hope, the last. Enjoy, and rejoice that we have such a
fabulous mirror of our lives – and welcome to the extended family of Leonard and Larry.

Ron Suresha
Boston Pride, June 2002

1 Appearing in American Bear April 1999;
also reprinted on ResourcesforBears.com
and LeonardandLarry.com, and in my Bears on Bears.

Ron Suresha is author of Bears on Bears:
Interviews & Discussions, and editor of
Bearotica: Hot, Hairy, Heavy Fiction.
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